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“Caritas is the salt, the 
leaven and the light 

that provides a beacon of 
hope to those in need”

- Pope Francis
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"Sharing the mission of the Roman Catholic Church
to serve the poor, of all and no faiths,

and promote charity, justice &
environmental responsibility

within the Archdiocese of Cape Town
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1.
2. 1. WORDS FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.”

Proverbs 31:8-9 

The last year was an eventful year in the life of the Catholic Church both here in 
Cape Town and throughout the world. In October 2024 we bade farewell to His 
Grace Cardinal Brislin who was appointed Archbishop of Johannesburg. Cardinal 
Brislin was instrumental in establishing Caritas Cape Town in 2021 and as our 
President, has always been a supportive and guiding figure as the organization 
began to grow and develop. We sincerely thank him for his tenure as President 
which has left a lasting impact on our organization and the communities we 
serve. We wish him many blessings in his new role in the Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg. 
A second farewell came in April 2025 with the sad news that His Holiness Pope Francis had passed away on Easter 
Monday. Pope Francis, with his emphasis on mercy, compassion and love for the marginalized, has always been a 
guiding light and inspiration in our work. So much so that we used his words as our motto “Caritas is the salt, the 
leaven and the light that provides a beacon of hope to those in need”- Pope Francis. We pray that his blessed soul 
may rest in peace and we thank God for the gift of his successor, our new Holy Father Pope Leo XIV, who guides us 
as the new Shepard of the Church.

The 1st  of January 2025 was the dawn of a new year and also the beginning of the Jubilee Year with the theme of 
‘Pilgrims of Hope’. We saw this as a wonderful opportunity to encourage parishes to partake in a journey of ‘Love in 
Action’ through activities in their local communities. Being the umbrella support organisation for the parish 
Community Engagement Portfolio, we decided to collaborate with the groups falling under this Portfolio which are 
Justice & Peace, Care of Creation and the Pastoral Care of Migrants & Refugees. In so doing we encouraged parishes 
to partake in outreach activities throughout this year. You can read more about the first of these activities below. 

On a final note, I would like to thank our donors and dedicated Board Members for all their support throughout the 
year. We are so grateful for the gift of your time, skills, funds and goods in kind without which Caritas Cape Town 
could not continue to operate. 

We pray that the coming year will unfold with light and promise as we continue to place our trust in God.

Fr Paul Taylor
Episcopal Vicar for Caritas and Social Development
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Caritas Cape Town (“CCT”) provides advisory, capacity-building and, where necessary, financial support to effectively 
aid parishes of the Archdiocese of Cape Town to initiate welfare & development programs/projects in their local 
communities.

It does this by providing training workshops, and ongoing one on one support, to increase the capacity of individuals 
and groups to help identify assets/resources and needs in their communities and design programs/projects to meet 
these needs. 

Following on from this, parishes are encouraged to start the process of either strengthening existing parish 
programs/projects or start new social outreach programs/projects in their parishes with the support of CCT. 

2. Our Programs

Parish Programs

Our training workshops 
This year our focus was on tailored ‘one on one’ workshops and support for individual parishes to 
enable them to identify the “needs” and “resources/assets” in their parish community. 

The purpose of the workshops is to encourage parishes to begin the process of starting new programs 
and/or strengthening existing programs in their parishes, a process with which CCT can assist them.
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Figure 2 - Members of the Belhar & Delft Pastoral Parish Council and ministries 
working on identifying their parish’s assets/resources (May 2025) 

On October 19th 2025, CCT invited all parish Community Engagement Leaders (‘CELs’), as well as all those interested 
in social outreach activities, to attend a workshop being hosted by CCT. We were delighted that representatives from 
36 parishes across the Archdiocese of Cape Town attended the workshop.  Presentations were given by: CCT on the 
role of the CEL; Wynberg parish on its new parish social action plan to inspire others and; a horticulturist on starting 
a parish community vegetable garden. In addition, Justice & Peace, Care of Creation and The Group for the Pastoral 
Care of Migrants & Refugees were on hand to talk to CELs about their role in the Community Engagement Portfolio. 

The main purpose of the workshop however was to hear about the work of five Catholic parish-based outreach 
organisations (Catholic Women’s League, St Kizito’s, SVP, Kolping and WeCan). These organisations gave both a 
presentation on their work and also hosted ‘meet & greet’ tables after the workshop. This allowed CELs to chat about 
future collaboration and support between CELs and these organisations who work at parish level.
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Figure 1 - Belhar & Delft parish workshop in May 2025



Figure 3 - 36 parishes represented at the workshop (October 2024)

Figure 4-  One of the 8 presenters at the CCT workshop 
(October 2024)

Figure 5 - Bernie Daries at the 
Justice & Peace table (October 2024)
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“Do not honor Christ’s body 
here in church with silk fabrics, 

while outside you neglect
it when it suffers from cold 

and nakedness”
 – St John Chrysostom



Some of the parish projects 
undertaken this last year include:

In December 2024 CCT ran the annual Buckets of Love Christmas Campaign which saw parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town raise sufficient funds to distribute 668 food parcels (worth R250 each) to 25 parishes. 
In addition, CCT purchased five (increased from last year’s four) bulk food parcels (with a value of approx. R6,500 
each) to donate to five parishes who run community soup kitchens.
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Figure 6 - Fr Alfredo collecting his buckets for St Martin de Porres parish Bishoplavis  
one of the many beneficiaries of Buckets of Love

Figure 7 - Fr Geoffrey collecting his buckets for 
St Anthony’s parish Langa one of the many 
beneficiaries of Buckets of Love

Figure 8 - Fr Kizito collecting his buckets for St Timothy’s 
parish Tafelsig, one of the many beneficiaries 
of Buckets of Love
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Figure 9 - Strandfontein parish one 
of the five soup kitchen beneficiaries 
of Buckets of Love bulk food  

9.



        The late Pope Francis announced 2025 as a Jubilee Year with the theme of “Pligrims of Hope” a theme reminding 
us that life itself is a pilgrimage that we journey with God’s presence and guidance.

As the social outreach arm of the Catholic church in the Archdiocese of Cape Town (‘ADCT’), CCT was invited by the 
ADCT Jubilee Year Committee to encourage all parishes to reach out to our brothers and sisters in need through 
parish Initiatives as part of this pilgrimage througout the Jubilee Year. CCT decided to collaborate on each of these 
three Initatives with its partners in the Community Engagement Portofolio namely Care of Creation, Justice & Peace 
and The Pastoral Group for Support for Migrants & Refugees. 

The first Initative took place during Holy Week, when each parish in the Archdiocese was encouraged to plant a 
Jubilee Year ‘Tree of Hope’ to help with sustaining a rich and balanced environment and deepen our own human 
wellbeing. This Initiative was a collaboration between CCT and Care of Creation. We would like to especially thank 
Berni Crewe Brown of Care of Creation for all her hard work in helping the 20 parishes who participated in this 
Initiative some of which are shown in photos 12-16 below. 
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Parishes were encouraged to plant ‘indigenous’/ local trees. An anonymous donation, genoroulsy made by an 
Archdiocese parishioner together with kind donations from parishes, enabled trees to be purchased for parishes with 
limited resources. Some were planted as stand alone trees representing the first step in creating a ‘greener’ parish. 
Others joined well established gardens, food gardens and in one parish, a Garden of Remembrance. From the youth in 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat parish (who also designed t-shirts to promote ecological awareness) to the seniors 
of the NOAH Centre Athlone, parishes used the suggested prayer that was sent as part of the Initiative or conducted 
their own prayer service as they planted the Jubilee Tree. Parishes were encouraged  to mark the tree with a sign or 
even a simple stone showing that it was a Jubilee Year of Hope Tree.

Figure 10 -Bernie Daries of Justice & Peace and Aisling Foley of CCT planting a tree at the CCT 
office & NOAH Centre Athlone

Figure 11 - Bernie Crewe Brown who collaborated on the Initiative on behalf of Care of Creation
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12. 13.

14. 15.

16. Figures 12, 13, 14, 15 & 16 - Various parishes who participated in the Jubilee Year 
                                            planting a “Tree of Hope” Initiative.



           The parishioners of Our Lady of Good Hope Seapoint and 
St Theresa’s Camps Bay continued to open their hearts and 
closets through their clothes donation drive which expanded 
from being solely just a ‘winter warmers’ drive to a 
continuous drive throughout the year to help the needy 
through donations of clothing, toiletries and other items.

The parish also began to address and try to find practical 
solutions for the growing problem of homelessness in the 
community particularly that of children living on the streets. 
This involved working and collaborating with other churches 
and stakeholders in the area and learning a lot about the 
complexity of homelessness and the benefits of joining hands 
with others through partnerships. 
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     Strengthening Community Disaster Relief Management in Somerset West parish. In October 2024 St Pauls Somerset 
West parish hosted a workshop given by the head of RESPOND. The workshop focused on bringing together Christian 
churches in the Cape Winelands area to help them to collaborate and prepare communities in this area for the regular 
disasters which devastate them every year in the form of fires in the summer season and floods in the winter season. 
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Figure 17 – Members of the Community Engagement 
Team with Fr Zane Godwin handing over toiletries 
donated by parishioners to CCT Disaster Relief Program
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Figures 18 & 19- Members of St Paul's Somerset West Parish who hosted the RESPOND Disaster Preparedness 
Workshop for their area (October 2024) 



Social Development Group Network
Although primarily focused on parish-based initiatives, CCT is also aware that one of the Church's greatest treasures is 
the Catholic social action which takes place locally by many social outreach and development organizations within the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town.

In recognition of this work CCT wanted to ensure that its mandate included the bringing together of all these wonderful 
organizations to enable them to get to know each other better, collaborate, discuss opportunities to work together and 
attend workshops on topics relevant to those in the social development field. 

Our ‘Social Development Group Network’ which began in October 2021 now consists of 19 members who meet three 
times a year rotating the meeting venue to those of the various members. This year’s guest speakers spoke on topics 
such as “An NPO & its Board – examining the relationship” and “Support & Advocacy for Gender Based Violence” 

Social Development Group Network

Figure 20 - Members of the Social Development Group Network gathering 
at the Athlone NOAH Centre on 1st August 2024 20.
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Figure 21 - CWL name CCT as its nominated 
annual charity donating food, toiletries and 
baby items for our Disaster Relief Program (July 2024)

Figure 22 - Support even stretched across provincial borders 
with CWL Polokwane reaching out to us by sending clothing to 
assist in our Disaster Relief Program (Sept 2024)



Disaster Relief Program

Figure 23 - Brain storming with our RESPOND partners (April 2025)

CCT provides support and resources in cases of local (and sometimes larger national) emergencies or disasters. 

The program encourages parishes to donate funds and second-hand items to assist victims of disasters and emergencies. 
CCT is a member of the RESPOND network representing the Roman Catholic church. RESPOND is a collection of churches 
and faith-based organizations who collaborate to respond to disasters effectively.

CCT also helps families affected by the smaller disasters which often get overlooked by the City authorities and larger 
aid agencies. In this regard some of the larger tragedies that befell our communities during the last year were as follows:

In July 2024 the rains hammered down relentlessly on the Western Cape for almost two weeks.  Within a few days 
approximately 15,000 people in the Western Cape had been displaced, losing their homes and belongings.

In response CCT launched a Flood Disaster Appeal to help those affected by these devastating floods. With generous 
support from various parishes and donors, we were for the first time able to join RESPOND in a concerted effort to 
mitigate the damage of the flooding through the purchase of a mobile pump, pump fuel and sandbags. These items 
helped many community members to remove or prevent water getting into their homes, thus reducing the risk of 
sickness and disease that comes with long term exposure to water which is usually contaminated by sewerage and 
rubbish. 
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Figure 24- Relief aid leaving CCT Athlone on 9th July 2024

Figure 25 – Some of the 300 CCT 
Hygiene Buckets leaving our 
Athlone office (July 2024)

26.
Figure 26- Community member managing the sponsored mobile pump in Klipfontein (July 2024)
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Figure 26- Community member managing the sponsored mobile pump in Klipfontein (July 2024)Figure 26- Community member managing the sponsored mobile pump in Klipfontein (July 2024)

Figure 27- Distribution of blankets & dry clothing to flooded
 communities (July 2024)

Figure 28 - Community Lead Disaster Prevention meeting hosted by 
community members, RESPOND members (including CCT) and NGOs (June 2024)



August 2024 saw a dam bursting in Riverlands causing severe flooding and damage to many homes. We reached out to 
approx. 100 people in the form of clothing packs, hygiene buckets and food parcels.

A fire which tore through a residential block in Parow in August 2024 left hundreds of people hurt and homeless. CCT was 
asked to support a group of 67 Burundian men by providing them with clothing, hygiene buckets, blankets, food parcels 
and household starter boxes to help them rebuild their lives.

Fire season continued into September 2024 with assistance to 12 families in Mfuleni of clothing packs, hygiene buckets, 
baby packs, blankets, bedding, food parcels and household starter boxes.

29. 30.30.30.
Figure 30 - Helping members of the Burundian Community 
to rebuild their lives after the devastating fire in Parow 
(August 2024)

32.31.

Figure 31 & 32 - Support in the form of food parcels, household boxes, hygiene boxes, blankets being 
distributed at Mfuleni (September 2024)

This was followed by a larger fire in September 2024 in Capricorn devastating the homes of 120 people. CCT was able to 
reach out by providing clothing, hygiene buckets, baby packs, blankets, bedding, food parcels and household starter 
boxes.

29.29.
Figure 29 – Aid to flooded homes in Riverlands
(August 2024)
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33.33.
Figure 33 & 34 - Aid making its way to 
Capricorn (September 2024)

How quickly the seasons change!! In the same month, September 2024, a flooding at a school in Wellington called on 
CCT to provide hygiene buckets and schools stationery kits to the students and their families.
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Figure 35 - School stationery kits and 
hygiene buckets for Wellington school 
children (September 2024)

Three large fires took place in Khayelitsha & Mfuleni 
throughout October 2024 followed by a fourth fire in 
November. CCT was on hand to provide clothing, 
hygiene buckets, baby packs, blankets, bedding, food 
parcels and household starter boxes to approx. 220 
people in need. 

Figure 36 & 37 - Distributing aid to the 
Khayelitsha Community (October 2024)

The year ended in December 2024 with a large fire in Belgravia Vlei. We were able to assist women & children with 
much needed clothing. 

“Our poor people 
are great people, 

are very loveable people, 
they do not need our
pity and sympathy, 

they need our 
understanding love”

– St Teresa of Calcutta
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Figure 38 - Some of the clothing packs 
for Belgravia Vlei (December 2024)  
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The new year of 2025 began with fires hitting the communities in Khayelitsha in January. We answered the call providing 
clothing, shoes, hygiene buckets, school stationery packs, baby packs, blankets, bedding, toys and food parcels to 
approx. 130 people.

39.
Figure 39 - Aid relief leaving CCT Athlone on route to Khayelitsha (January 2025)

April 2025 was one of our busiest months when we responded to two of the biggest fires of the season. Firstly a large 
fire in Wellington when we provided support to approx. 450 people followed by a second large fire in Lwandle where we 
provided support to approx.170 people. In both cases families needed help in the form of clothing, household starter 
packs, school stationery packs hygiene buckets, food parcels, and blankets.
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40.40. Figure 40 - Help on its way to Lwandle (April 2025)

Figure 41 - Trying to find space to fit in more blankets 

and hygiene buckets bound for Wellington (April 2025)
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COLLABORATION WITH IMFUNEKO PROJECTS IN MASIPHUMELELE

We continue our support and collaboration with one of the tenants in the ‘Pink House’ Centre Masiphumelele, Imfuneko 
Projects. We partnered with Imfuneko to allow it to place a second container on the vacant grounds at the Centre and 
extend the community vegetable garden. This garden supplies vegetables to the community soup kitchen in the Centre 
which feeds people from the community three times a week.

Through this additional container space, Imfuneko has been able to expand its programs by adding a training program 
for sewing production, beadwork and crocheting. All people participating in this program are living with disabilities. 
This new program adds to Imfuneko’s existing afterschool, physiotherapy, social services and disability programs 
providing much needed services to this community.

  

42.42.
Figure 42 – Great excitement as the second container for the 
sewing program arrives at the CCT Centre Masiphumelele (January 2025)

43.43.
Figure 43 -Imfuneko Projects going from strength to strength expanding its community programs 
at the CCT  Centre Masiphumelele (January 2025)
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FORGING INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

In May 2025 CCT was one of 41 countries who partook in the global Caritas Internationalis ‘Relay of Hope’. This was 
a call for an end to the debt crisis keeping millions of people living in poverty and marked the tenth anniversary of 
Laudato Si’. Inspired by the Olympic torch relay, it symbolised our shared commitment to hope, justice and renewal.

44.44. Figure 44- Members of CCT and NOAH passing a candle as part of the Caritas Internationalis global 
'Turn Debt into Hope' Campaign (May 2025)

45. Figure 45- Members of CCT , Justice & Peace, Laudato Si 
and Caritas National all got a chance to meet again (June 2025)

In June 2025, CCT attended the International Symposium on ‘Global Justice and Africa’s G20 Priorities’ at the University 
of Cape Town. The purpose of the symposium was to link moral vision with policy strategy. It also gave us an 
opportunity to meet with our Caritas South Africa and Caritas Africa colleagues. 



“Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did it for me.”
Matthew 25: 40

46.46.
Figure 46-  Delegates attending the G20 Symposium (June 2025)

Social outreach of the Roman Catholic Church 



3. Our Financials





TO OUR BOARD
For all their valuable guidance and support throughout the year:

Fr Paul Taylor (Chairperson)
Fr Wim Lindeque (Vice Chairperson)
Steven Borwick (Secretary)
Chantal Solomons (Treasurer) 
Luzuko Tseku (Board Member)
Oliver Tshinyoka Mulombo (Board Member)
Theo Lekoma (Board Member) 

5 Board meetings were held in 2024/2025 

TO OUR DONORS
Without whose support we would not be able to do our work:

Thank you to all the individuals, corporates and parishes who so generously donated money, goods in kind 
and/or time to our Disaster Relief Program and the Buckets of Love 2024 Campaign.

A special thank you to: 
• Our weekly Athlone volunteers Louisa O’Connor and Florence Elliot
• Rob Riedlinger of Monk Media who so generously assisted us throughout the year with our website and 
Annual Report.

We appreciate all that you do for us.

4. THANK YOU

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and will be repaid in full”   
Proverbs 19:17 

We appreciate all that you do for us.

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and will be repaid in full”   

Social outreach of the Roman Catholic Church 




